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appear to be the unworthy depositaries of whatever small hoard
of natural magic may have been painfully secreted during long
ages of soul-destroying misrule. They know some optical
tricks ; and the action of emotions upon the bodily organism,
as in mesmerism, has been perceived and practised from very
ancient times. In the East mesmerism is pure magic; in the
"West it is suspicious charlatanry. Its whole history offers a
good illustration of the manner in which a natural phenomenon
which is obscure, uncommon, and isolated, may first be con-
demned as sorcery, and afterwards be repudiated as incredible ;
may be rejected by orthodox science as well as by orthodox
religion. It maybe conjectured that the reputation of insensi-
bilit3rto pain possessed by witches in India as well as in Europe
is connected with the well-known anaesthesia produced by the
mesmeric trance.

It is difficult to explain, except upon the assumption that
ignorant and simple imaginations all range with a very short
tether over similar ground, why we find in India the identical
old English sorcerer's device of moulding an image of his
doomed victim and afflicting it with pins ; or wasting it in
flame, in mere faith that the person imaged will bleed or pine
away simultaneously. But early 111 this century the life of the
Nizam, of the Dekhan was attempted by this diabolical inven-
tion'; and, as the ladies of the harem were said to be at the
bottom of the plot, a scandal was caused not unlike that for
which: the Duchess of Gloucester had'to do penance, -after con-
spiring with sorcerers to remove Henry "VI. by this very trick
of an infernal' doll shaped in the likeness of majesty. Not long
ago, one partner In'a respectable commercial firm in one of the
gijeat Indian cities applied to a reputed sorcerer for liis aid in
removing another partner; but the sorcerer, who was anerely
an honest leech, prefeirred to collude with the threatened
partner to cheat the would-be murderer out of ,heav3r fees, the
-conjurer performing the wax-doll rites, while the- victim
pretended mysterious ailments and a, general sense of vital
exhaustion.

The Barbaras of Central India, who formerly carried all the
grain traffic of the country on vast droves of bullocks,  are